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Gineral C. is a dreffle smart man: 

He's ben on all sides that give places or pelf; 
But consistency still wuz a part of his plan. — 

He's ben true to one party — an' thet is himself; — 
So John P. 
Robinson he 
Sez he shall vote for Gineral C. 

Since the political situation in 1848, as thus depicted by- 
James Russell Lowell, bears a striking resemblance to that 
of the present time, observers of the tendency of history to 
repeat itself will be interested to recall that the vote of John 
P. was offset by the vote of the State of New York and Gin- 
eral C. was defeated. "Whether a like fate awaits the " dreffle 
smart man " who now bears aloft the Democratic banner 
which fell from the palsied hands of Mr. Cass sixty-eight 
years ago may be a matter of opinion, but in all other re- 
spects noted by the poet the analogy is perfect. We have 
no less authority than that of the esteemed Dr. Eliot for Mr. 
Wilson's manysidedness on public questions, and the " one 
party " to which he is " true " is clearly indicated by his 
" pledge " to the Pennsylvania Dutch on October 14, of 
" absolute devotion to those ideals which have animated the 

Copyright, 1916, by North Amebican Review Corporation. All Rights Reserved. 
vol. cciv. — no. 732 41 



642 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

Democratic party in the last three years," — a truly signifi- 
cant limitation, which can hardly escape the attention of 
Mr. Henry Watterson as the living personal represen- 
tative of the shades of Jefferson, Jackson, Tilden and 
Cleveland. 

But it is as a " dreffle smart man " that Gineral C. by 
comparison fades away; to say little or nothing of our Peer- 
less Follower, who seems to have learned at last when and 
before whom a cocked hat should be doffed with becoming 
deference. Truth to tell, we had begun to fear that Brother 
Bryan had " come out for Wilson," only to emulate the for- 
lorn example of our own Judge Woodchuck before the radi- 
ant face of the Hon. James E. Martine and go in again ; but 
happily our apprehension is relieved by a news dispatch 
from some place in Utah saying that Dr. Ira Landrith, the 
well-known druggist and dentist, had heard him speak some- 
where in Colorado and had reported exultantly to the folks 
at home, " Bryan is not dead, he is only resting; Bryan is 
the only man who can keep both ears to the ground and con- 
tinue marching on." 

It may be so. But granting that so marvelous a physical 
feat could hardly be expected of any but a Chautauquan per- 
former, we still maintain that the mental agility displayed 
by Mr. Wilson in the present campaign has never been sur- 
passed. Take, for example, the Shady Lawn speech, deliv- 
ered yesterday, which we have just finished reading. This 
address, we are informed but do not believe, was composed 
expressly for the enlightenment and discouragement of the 
late Chairman of the Democratic National Committee, Mr. 
William F. McCombs, who now thinks he is running for Sen- 
ator from New York, but a quick turn was rendered neces- 
sary by the unavoidable detention of the exclusive auditor, 
who began to gag after he started for Long Branch and, ac- 
cording to the paperB, was taken into the Hotel Lorraine and 
treated for what they politely termed tonsilitis. So, after 
the briefest imaginable delay, it was spoken finally to a re- 
markable aggregation of " Pennsylvania business men," 
headed by the Hon. A. Mitchell Palmer, who will be remem- 
bered as the recipient of a letter clearly defining Mr. Wil- 
son's divergent views on the second term and later as an 
inquisitive agent at the White House of certain New York 
firms whose foreign business was susceptible of acceleration 
by advance information concerning the intentions of the Gov- 
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ernment. Mr. Vance McCormick was also among those pres- 
ent ; so there is no reason why we should not proceed. 

After felicitously complimenting the Pennsylvanians 
upon their having ' ' again and again attempted ' ' — in vain, 
up to date — " to demonstrate to the rest of the Union that 
they believed that we had come into a new age, that they 
believed that this new age required new elements of policy, 
that they desired men to lead them who would lead them to 
the light," etc., Mr. Wilson said plainly: 

Upon the surface, the present campaign seems to grow more 
and more complex, if you are to judge by the number of contra- 
dictory and divergent things that are being said. It becomes daily 
more and more incomprehensible. But, after all, underneath the 
surface, behind the noise of the vacant talk, all the elements of the 
campaign are being infinitely simplified. It is one of the simplest 
campaigns that we have ever seen. [Laughter.] I told you you 
would understand some things without my putting them into words. 

Nevertheless, notwithstanding the perfect understanding 
of those present, as evidenced by their laughter at the twink- 
ling witticism, there still remained a few things in need 
of explication. " You know, my fellow citizens, what hap- 
pened, for example, when Mr. Vance McCormick was a can- 
didate for Governor." Indeed, they knew — 590,701 for Brum- 
baugh to 452,882 for McCormick, to be exact. But that was 
not the point. The question was, why had the Progres- 
sives who contributed 140,329 of the losing 452,882 now gone 
back to the Republicans " openly," and " without apology " 
to Mr. McCormick or anybody else, thus shamelessly render- 
ing the State less surely doubtful than it might otherwise 
have been? Because their leaders made " abject and un- 
conditional surrender." That was why. (No laughter.) 

And what was " happening in New Jersey " ? Instantly 
the vivid imagination of the audience leaped to the latest 
happening, which revealed by a vote of two to one the com- 
parative standing, in the regard of Democratic voters, of the 
Hon. James E. Martine and the Administration; but that 
was not what Mr. Wilson had in mind. His memory carried 
him back to the good old days when he ' ' had the pleasure of 
going about the State," calling for the election of Martine 
and the diffusion of other luminous rays and denouncing 
" those men in both parties " who were " co-operating to 
divide the spoils," and whom later, he was " very happy to 
say," he " was privileged to have a part in snowing the 
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door." At this point the perfect understanding of the audi- 
ence enjoined silence in sympathetic recognition of the 
speaker's tact in not referring by name to Mr. James R. Nu- 
gent, the only one of " those gentlemen " to whom the door 
was literally shown upon a memorable occasion, and the only 
one who is now a happy co-operator in the distribution of 
spoils and a welcome guest at Shady Lawn. 

Naturally the wicked Republican gentlemen fared less 
well. They, it appears, represent " influences which came 
out of lawless communities," and have " for years togeth- 
er " — i. e., through the administrations of Governor Wood- 
row Wilson and his personally selected successor — " been 
in the confidence of the very men " who " refused to obey 
the laws of the State," which for some reason or other seem 
not to have been enforced. 

But a brighter day is about to dawn. " The tiling is open, 
the thing is obvious, the thing is impudent ; but, my friends, 
it can't be done after the light is turned on. There is only 
one place where such counsels thrive, and that is in darkness 
and concealment. And now the light is beginning to burn 
into these places, a light which not only illuminates but which 
cleanses, a light which not only displays the elements of cor- 
ruption but disperses the elements of corruption." So that 
will be all right. And since " exactly the same thing is hap- 
pening in Pennsylvania," despite the iniquitous desertion 
of the Progressives, we turn with relief to a larger field, only 
to learn, alas, that " the same thing is being attempted in the 
Nation." 

What " the thing " is we are not informed, but presum- 
ably it is the dislodgement of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Marshall, 
Mr. Daniels, Mr. Redfield, Mr. William Joel Stone, Mr. Jay 
Hamilton Lewis and the furtive Colonel Mouse from power, 
—an undertaking which obviously Mr. Wilson regards with 
distinct, though quite lofty, displeasure. The orator did not 
refer to Mr. Hughes by name, but shrewdly induced the audi- 
ence to identify either him or Senator Root as the ' ' private 
counsel " of special interests, — a clever stroke involving no 
direct responsibility — while simultaneously he more openly 
and bravely let go at Mr. Roosevelt as the " vocal part " 
of the opposition that had brazenly declared " we wanted 
war." Now Mr. Roosevelt never said anything of the kind, 
but the mere fact that the audience accepted the statement, 
not only as applying to him, but as gospel truth, serves to 
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indicate how easily a false accusation may be disseminated 
if it be put forth with masterly adroitness. And when Mr. 
"Wilson added succinctly that " the best way to avoid sus- 
picion is to condemn the thing that you are doing yourself," 
not a living soul suspected that the adage sprang from his 
own experience in sternly denouncing Republicans for mak- 
ing war in Mexico. Gineral C. himself could not have turned 
a sharp corner with less skidding. 

The meeting came to a happy conclusion when the visitors 
were cheered on their way home to carry Pennsylvania, to 
the end that " the whole world " might say, " America is 
redeemed, and the future belongs to those who see the light 
upon the horizon." Mr. McCormick remained overnight. 

But the three ten-strikes that stand forth most conspic- 
uously in Mr. Wilson's series of non-partisan speeches are 
his Exposure of the Old Guard; his Smash at Wall Street; 
and his Forecast of War if he shall be defeated. His first 
assault possessed a distinct news value. There was a strong 
suspicion at the time of the Chicago convention that what 
is left of the Old Guard was not really in full control. But 
Mr. Wilson knew better and quite rightly determined to take 
the public into his confidence. " Back of all," he declared, 
" sit the men who have control, the Old Guard. These gentle- 
men were in control of the last Republican convention at 
Chicago. These gentlemen made all the choices that were 
made. They wrote all that that convention put forth by way 
of commending itself to the confidence of the people," etc., 
etc. Most shamefully, shockingly and distressingly to Mr. 
Wilson, they nominated Charles E. Hughes for President. 

We can but wonder where Mr. Wilson obtained this sur- 
prising information. He was not there himself, of course. 
Nor was Colonel Mouse, so far as anybody knows. Mr. 
Dudley Field Malone blew in gustily one morning, but only 
for the day, — and there you are. But hold ! We have it. Un- 
doubtedly, in his search for the whole truth and nothing but, 
Mr. Wilson must have perused the teeming columns of his 
most valiant supporters, the Times and the World. So we 
turn patiently to the files of the Times and read as follows : 

May 5. — A majority of the most resourceful ^Republican politi- 
cians who participated in the perpetration of " The Crime of 1912 " 
are now actively engaged in promoting the Boot boom. The work is 
being conducted on countrywide lines, and special efforts are being 
made to win over delegates known to lean toward Justice Hughes. 
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The Old Guard leaders do not as yet regard the Hughes danger past. 
Some even expressed fear yesterday that some public declaration 
from the Justice might upset all their carefully laid plans. 

May 18. — Despite the reports from many States and from 
[Washington indicating strong sentiment for Justice Charles E. 
Hughes for the Presidential nomination, Old Guard leaders in this 
city yesterday persisted in professing a belief that he would not be 
nominated. 

May 23. — From now until the opening gavel falls at the Chicago 
convention the combined energies of the Old Guard leaders in the 
Republican organization will be directed toward obtaining second 
choice pledges in favor of Elihu Root from delegates committed 
to favorite sons who will be eliminated after the first ballot. This 
is a piece of Old Guard strategy in connection with the concerted 
movement to prevent Justice Charles E. Hughes from getting the 
nomination. 

Chicago, June 1. — In the opinion of the long-headed leaders 
who will wield a decided influence in the Republican National Con- 
vention next week, the situation, as affecting candidates has practi- 
cally narrowed down to Roosevelt or Hughes. Neither is wanted by 
the chieftains of the Old Guard. 

Chicago, June 6. — With Hughes sentiment growing and a 
majority of ' ' favorite son ' ' delegates said to be for Justice Hughes 
as their second choice after pledged obligations have been discharged, 
Old Guard leaders of the opposition, headed by "William Barnes and 
James W". "Wadsworth Jr., were marshaling their forces to-night 
for a terrific drive to break the Hughes line. 

Chicago, June 10. — When the Republican Convention met this 
morning the nomination of Justice Hughes was inevitable. The 
forces of the Old Guard had begun to disintegrate during the night. 
In the wee small hours of morning the leadership of men who had 
formed a close corporation within the Republican ranks faded away. 
They could not control their following, and sadly but with resig- 
nation they reached the conclusion that organization methods would 
avail nothing against the desire of the majority of delegates to 
follow their own course, which was to get on the Hughes band 
wagon as quickly as possible. 

But perhaps Mr. Wilson perused the World. If so, he 
read : 

May 15. — The problem confronting the straight goods Repub- 
lican leaders three weeks in advance of their nominating convention 
is to devise means for " stopping " Supreme Court Justiee Hughes 
from running off with the Presidential prize ahead of time. Having 
" shelved " Colonel Roosevelt for the time being they plan to turn 
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the trick with Boot. . . . The leaders, primarily intent on " trim- 
ming " the Colonel, have developed the movement in favor of Justice 
Hughes to the maximum of their calculations. Despite the astonish- 
ing growth of sentiment favorable to him they are of the opinion 
they can keep it well in hand and hold back enough votes to prevent 
the consummation of the plans of his sincere supporters to compel 
his nomination. 

Chicago, June 3. — The indications are that Perkins' invitation 
will be accepted without prejudice to either side, which means that 
the regulars will listen and then, according to the present plan, go 
ahead with their programme. This, in substance, is.: 

1. Line up an overwhelming majority of the delegates against 
the Colonel so as to convince even his most enthusiastic supporters 
among the " straight goods " leaders and delegates that he cannot 
win. 

2. Manipulate the situation to prevent the nomination of Justice 
Hughes. 

3. Anything to beat both of them. 

June 4. — In his appeal for the nomination of Justice Hughes, 
which is printed elsewhere, George "W". Wickersham quotes from an 
editorial of the World, July 27, 1908, which said : 

" Mr. Hughes is the first Governor of New York since Grover 
Cleveland who did not owe his nomination directly to the favor of 
the machine and the bosses." 

This is an actual statement of fact, but we doubt if its reitera- 
tion at this time will do much to bring about the nomination of 
Hughes for President. The Republican leaders are not looking for 
a candidate who is independent of the machine and the bosses. 
They want a man who will work with the machine and the bosses. 
That is why many of them prefer Roosevelt to Hughes, in spite of 
everything that Roosevelt has done to wreck the party. 

No Republican boss ever had anything to fear from Mr. Roose- 
velt as long as he could make himself useful, and no boss ever had 
anything to expect from Hughes. That is why the Old Guard looks 
upon him with deep distrust. . . . 

The qualities that make Hughes strong with Republicans like 
Mr. Wickersham antagonize the kind of leaders that profess to con- 
trol the party. 

May 12. — There are four obstacles to the nomination of Justicel 
Hughes for President. The first obstacle is the undisguised opposi- 
tion of the Old Guard which controls the Republican organization 
and will control the convention. The Old Guard does not want 
Hughes. It knows that if he is elected he will smash the Republican 
national organization as he smashed the Republican State organiza- 
tion when he was Governor of New York. The Republican organiza- 
tion needs wrecking. It ought to have been wrecked long ago, and 
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the certainty that Hughes would do the job intensifies the Old 
<Ghiard opposition to his nomination. 

Is it not extraordinary that, in the face of all this evidence 
from his own journalistic household and of common knowl- 
edge of the fact, as we saw stated somewhere at the time, 
that " Nohody wants Hughes — but the People," a President 
of the United States should utter so palpable a misstate- 
ment f Imagine Washington or Lincoln or Cleveland doing 
such a thing! 

We pass shamefacedly to the more artful assault upon 
Wall Street. There was nothing new in this procedure, of 
course ; it has been for long the last refuge of a desperate can- 
didate. Brother Bryan, in fact, made a business of it for 
years and does still for all that we know, in his prolonged ab- 
sence from the limelight ; but Brother Bryan was clumsy as 
well as honest. He never was compelled to separate the good 
rich sheep who aided him from the bad rich goats who 
opposed him and, while he never waved away support, he did 
not attempt, so far as we can recall, to trade appointments 
for " the Jew vote " and the financial assistance which is 
supposed to go therewith. What was easy and natural for 
him, therefore, became a difficult task for Mr. Wilson, — yet 
behold the skill and delicacy with which it was performed! 
Mr. Wilson said: 

I do not like these words, " Wall Street." Because there are 
some men in Wall Street who have vision, there are some men who 
see things large and see them true, there are some men with fine 
statesmanlike gifts, and I do not like to include them, but the 
main impulse in Wall Street is not given to it by them. When I 
say " Wall Street " I mean some parts of Wall Street, and I leave 
you to select the parts. 

One could readily have picked Mr. Paul M. Warburg of 
the Federal Reserve Board, Mr. Samuel Untermyer, who 
may or may not be slated for Chief Justice to succeed Mr. 
White, and Mr. Cleveland H. Dodge, as a few of the parts 
endowed with vision, statesmanlike gifts and purified lucre, 
on the very day when the speech was made, — but lo ! another 
appeared against the light of the horizon immediately there- 
after in the person of Mr. Bernard M. Baruch, the greatest 
speculator on the Stock Exchange, who was named for mem- 
bership of the important General Defense Board and whose 
advent to public life was signalized by a prompt change in 
the betting odds, to the advantage of Mr. Wilson. 
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The candidate concluded somewhat hastily with the re- 
mark that he " would not have you consider me prejudiced 
against the City of New York, one of the vital parts of the 
United States." Not at all. Much depends upon New York 
City on November 7, whether Mr. Vance McCormick finally 
convinces Mr. Charles F. Murphy that he can deliver the 
Postmastership over the dead body of Mr. Oswald Garrison 
jVillard or not. Taken as a whole, Mr. "Wilson's observations 
were excusatory rather than condemnatory, but they sufficed 
to enable the World and other faithful journals to spread 
aloft the headings " Wesson Lashes GL O. P.'s Old Guabd 
and Wall Street — Warns People of " One of the Most 
Sinister Combinations Amebioan Politics Ever Saw," etc. 
Surely a clever bit of work ! 

But the most telling of the ten strikes was the conjuring 
from the vasty depths of the grim specter of war. This was 
" a very serious thing, indeed." But since " there is only 
one choice as against peace and that is war " and since " a 
very great body of supporters of the Republican party " — • 
unrevealed, except to Mr. Wilson — " outspokenly declare 
that they want war," it followed necessarily that " the 
certain prospect of the success of the Republican party is 
that we shall be drawn into the embroilment." If the pros- 
pect of Republican success is, in fact, certain, there would 
appear to be small occasion for further speculation. But 
that is not the idea which Mr. Wilson intended to convey. 
What he really meant to say was that only his re-election 
could keep the United States at peace with all the world, 
Mexico and Haiti, we assume, included. 

This reminded our neighbor the Tribune of the remark 
of Thad Stevens to the husky colored lads who bore him 
up the Capitol steps in his last days: " Who is going to 
carry me up these stairs, boys, when you are gone? " But 
the World took its cue with assumed seriousness and 
asked loudly in a horrifying double-leaded voice, " Do the 
American people want peace with Wilson or war with 
Hughes? " 

Was ever such balderdash? What nation, in all con- 
science, is going to get so mad at us for electing Charles E. 
Hughes President that it will forthwith make war upon us? 
The Allies? If so, we suppose they would begin by with- 
drawing England's fleet from the North Sea and sending 
it over here to demolish the munitions factories at Bridge- 
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port and Chester. The Central Powers ? Why not? Austria 
has only a few millions of Russians, Roumanians and Ital- 
ians on her hands at the moment, and the Germans would 
like nothing better than to pack their pent-up fleet and 
their western army upon Zeppelins and sail them across the 
Atlantic for a bit of sport. 

Yes, it is Germany, we find upon reading further. Pos- 
sibly because the Almighty does not express Himself so 
explicitly in firm, declaratory notes, the fear of God in the 
Kaiser's heart is as nothing to his fear of "Woodrow Wilson. 
Consequently, according to the World's special correspon- 
dent, Mr. Swope by name, "pretended American organ- 
izations " in Germany are raising money for propaganda 
work among our gullible citizens and " the report is freely 
circulated in Berlin that St. John Gaffney, the discredited 
former Consul General at Munich, took with him money to 
use in supporting Hughes among the American Irish and 
Catholics." This, we have to admit, is " very serious, 
indeed." But suppose the Kaiser should succeed in his 
desperate attempt to buy the election of Mr. Hughes ! What 
then? Why, then, he is going to make war upon us for 
" repudiating Wilson." So you perceive it is all quite 
clear. Oh dear, oh dear! 

But the President found " a more serious aspect even 
than that." There was " an immediate result of this thing, 
my fellow-citizens. From this time until the 7th of Novem- 
ber it is going to be practically impossible for the present 
Administration to handle any critical matter concerning our 
foreign relations, because all foreign statesmen are waiting 
to see which way the election goes, and in the meantime, 
they know that settlements will be inconclusive." While 
few will be able to detect any striking novelty in the " incon- 
clusiveness " of " settlements," the awkwardness of the 
situation is apparent. But clearly the only way to relieve 
it is by postponing the election indefinitely or by giving our 
present indispensable magistrate not only a despised second 
term but a tenure for life — and that, however desirable or 
essential, seems now to be hardly feasible. 

It is true, of course, as the World complains, that " Mr. 
Hughes will be without power until March 4 and the Govern- 
ment of the United States will be adrift "; but while this 
circumstance is undeniably regrettable, it is not easy to 
see how the Government can be any further adrift than it 
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has been. Mr. Wilson will not only continue to be vested 
with all the powers of his high office, but he will be relieved 
of the handicap of having to shape his course along vote- 
getting lines. Instead of being obliged to keep both ears to 
the ground, Bryan fashion, as he informed the Washington 
Press Club some time ago he was too proud not to do, he will 
be enabled to hold up his head and be President of the 
United States for four months, at any rate. That, we 
venture to assert, is an opportunity not to be undervalued 
if he would, as we sincerely hope he may, retrieve for his 
native land what Mr. Jefferson quaintly described as " a 
decent respect to the opinions of mankind." 

While, then, we might, if pressed, feel constrained to 
admit, with our neighbor the Globe, that Mr. Wilson 
" stretched a candidate's privileges in his prediction that 
if he was not given a second term the country would be 
plunged into war," we cannot withhold admiration of the 
astuteness of his appeal to shivering unintelligents. 

Perhaps the most impressive psychological aspect of this 
interesting campaign is that afforded by Mr. Wilson's per- 
sonal attitude, depicted by himself with characteristic frank- 
ness, with respect to the result. He is really bored by the 
whole business. Twice at least he has declared quite im- 
patiently that it was a matter of utter indifference, and once 
he said he did " not care a peppercorn " whether he was 
re-elected or not. It was wholly natural, therefore, that he 
should resolve to continue to live as one apart and to do no 
thing that might seem to indicate a willingness to influence 
the judgment of his fellow-citizens. Prevented by his fine 
sense of fitness from forgetting for a moment " the larger 
matter of the President's dignity," as our adoring neighbor 
the Times put it, he announced his firm determination " to 
accept invitations to discuss public questions only from non- 
partisan organizations." Under no circumstances would he 
demean his great office by appearing like a mere campaigner 
upon rear platforms. 

But the most laudable of resolves cannot withstand the 
effect of stupid management. As we write, Mr. Wilson is 
speeding West to make three academic discourses in Chicago 
before as many non-partisan societies hastily organized by 
Mr. Roger Sullivan and, as luck would have it, his special 
car is attached to an accommodation train scheduled to make 
thirty stops for back-platform appearances — all most annoy- 
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ing, we are sure, but clearly the unavoidable consequence of 
inefficient management. 

The fact is that Mr. "Wilson has been seriously handi- 
capped from the beginning of his Administration by the in- 
competence of his helpers. We recall most uncomfortably 
the widespread sympathy which welled up in his behalf when 
he confessed sadly to the Washington Press Club last May 
that he simply had " to deal with some men who know no 
more of the modern processes of politics than if they Were 
living in the eighteenth century." They were " blind," he 
continued, " hopelessly blind; and the worst of it is I have 
to spend hours of my time talking to them when I know 
before I start as much as after I have finished that it is 
absolutely useless to talk to them. I am talking in vacuo." 
There was some idle speculation at the time as to whom Mr. 
Wilson had in mind. Obviously, the field was restricted to 
leading Democratic statesmen, who incidentally hope to be 
retained for another four years, but few if any of the able 
Cabinet members were suspected, least of all Mr. Daniels, 
who still holds the " confidence and admiration " of his chief. 

There was, of course, the volatile Vice-President, who 
frankly admits that his chief interest since 1913 has been 
centered in the health of the President and who wishes to 
continue in the direct line of succession, and this surmise is 
borne out in a way by his sharp response to Mr. Hughes 
respecting the sinking of the Lusitcmia in these words, as 
reported by the Kansas City Gazette Globe: 

Mr. Hughes was Chief Justice of the Supreme Court when the 
Lusitania was sunk. Why did not he, as Chief Justice, with his 
great, sweeping knowledge of international law, advise the Presi- 
dent ? That would have been the patriotic thing to do as long as he 
was a part of the Government. 

That Mr. Wilson must, indeed, have felt that he was 
talking " in vacuo " when he conversed with a Vice-Presi- 
dent whose knowledge of the functions of the Supreme 
Court was equaled only by his ignorance of the name of the 
Chief Justice we must confess a gloomy comprehension, but 
if further evidence be required it appeared in Mr. Marshall's 
final crushing rejoinder, apropos of what we do not pretend 
to surmise, that " I would not have eaten the apple in the 
Garden of Eden, either." 

Of one fact, in any case, we feel indubitably certain — 
namely, that Mr. Wilson could not have referred to those 
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most adroit of secret agents, the Hon. William Joel Stone 
and Mr. Norman Hapgood, to whom was entrusted by some- 
body the delicate task of corralling the German- American 
vote while their chief was sternly demanding the excision 
of the hyphen from the English language. For ante-profes- 
sional reasons we scrupulously refrain from touching even 
lightly upon Mr. Hapgood 's first startling disclosure that the 
Bidder boys were writing speeches for Mr. Hughes to de- 
liver; let us rather present his own words and punctuation 
marks as carefully dictated by himself, after his story was 
denied, to wit: 

Carefully refrain from saying that I believed that Mr. Hughes 
would allow a German editor actually to write a speech for him 
comma close quotation. Start quotation I do not believe it comma 
but I did believe at the time dash September 16 dash and I believe 
now comma that it is — no, will be — no, was clear that there was — 
will be — no, was an understanding. 

Now you may say without quoting me that Mr. Hapgood said 
that the whole process of reasoning was simple to him. Better make 
that a paragraph by itself. 

One need not read this gem of lyrically lucid expression 
more than six times to appreciate the aptness of Mr. Hap- 
good as an emulator of style. More we cannot say ; we have 
a heart. 

We could write a book about the Machiavellian perform- 
ances of the Hon. William Joel Stone, but since the World 
and the Times did not regard his fervid appeal, in a Third 
Avenue beer garden between the hours of 8 p. m. and 3 a. m., 
as worthy of publication in full or in part, we would rest 
content with the following graphic aecount from the Even- 
ing Sun: 

' ' If Hughes should be elected President who would be Secretary 
of State? " A chilly air must have blown .the nicotine vapor to 
the ceiling as he answered " Root " in reply to his own query. 
" Then " — Ossa upon Pelion — " who will be chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations? Undoubtedly Henry Cabot 
Lodge, ... a stalwart American Tory of Brahman blood . . . who 
could not be more devoted to the cause of England in this European 
struggle if he were a member of the British House of Lords." The 
pleader's voice must have sunk to husky tones as he summed up 
the harrowing prospect : 

Hughes, Roosevelt, Root, Lodge — a fine quartet for you to think 
about when you are asked to condemn Wilson on the ground that 
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he is unfriendly to Germany. I might extend this statement so as 
to embrace others of almost equal prominence likely to surround 
Hughes if elected. But the list I have given is enough. 

Before you German-Americans make up your minds to vote 
for Hughes and against "Wilson would it not be well to stop and 
think* Ask yourselves whether you should act on impulse based 
on a passing resentment or whether you should pause to think just 
where you are going and where you might land. 

That the possibility of Messrs. Hughes, Fairbanks, Root, 
and Lodge succeeding Messrs. Wilson, Marshall, Lansing, 
and Stone should dismay the Hon. William Joel we can 
recognize cheerfully in view of the sense of reconciliation 
which surely would possess the souls of others. 

Postmaster General Burleson's particular job seems to 
have been to convert Mr. George Sylvester Viereck, editor 
of the subsidized Fatherland. He did not, however, seek 
Mr. Viereck; he " was asked by a mutual friend " — name 
not given — if he would see him and replied with the un- 
varying courtesy for which he is justly celebrated, " Cer- 
tainly." So the meeting was arranged at Democratic head- 
quarters. " There was no secrecy about it," continued Mr. 
Burleson, although to the best of our recollection no bulletin 
of the significant conference was issued to the press. Noth- 
ing came of the interview of sufficient importance for Mr. 
Burleson to recall. " I did not come as an emissary of the 
President," Mr. Burleson concluded with scrupulous, if not 
superfluous, caution ; and yet, refusing for once to play the 
part of the goat, " the President did know about it either 
before or after the interview." Thus did the traditional 
chicken come perilously near home to roost — which possibly 
accounts for the fact that the editor of the Fatherland was 
the only one really captured, lending point, indeed, to the 
remark of the World on July 20 to the effect that " it is a 
relatively small matter whether Charles Evans Hughes or 
George Sylvester Viereck is the instrument by which [the 
Kaiser's] imperial revenge is wreaked." Nevertheless, while 
the Postmaster General undoubtedly earned the iron cross, 
we firmly insist that the skillful endeavors of Messrs. Stone 
and Hapgbod should receive suitable commendation from 
the master of his craft. 

Very early in the game— i. e., in July— we implored our 
contemporaries to leave Abraham Lincoln out of the cam- 
paign, but, as we frankly anticipated, in vain. We can only 
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groan, therefore, when we pick up our rural journals and 
find a campaign-plate picture of Mr. Wilson, gazing into 
space over a note to somebody held in his hands, while over- 
head the shade of Lincoln says consolingly in graven letters, 
" Patience, Mr. President, they criticized me, too." This, of 
course, was inevitable as a part of the canvass for sympathy, 
which began when Mr. Samuel G. Blythe was induced to 
perceive misty eyes from the rear through a quite solid head 
and ended with Mr. Bay Stannard Baker's heartrending idyll 
in Collier's. For ourselves, we do not find these time- 
honored aberrations objectionable, but neither do we resent 
earnest deprecation such as Brother Mark Sullivan visited 
upon his own contributor in these words : 

Why is it that Mr. Wilson is so often painted in somber colors 
by his admirers? Other Presidents took the office earnestly, but 
with at least a pretense of good humor. They were attacked vigor- 
ously, and their friends repelled the attacks with wholesome energy. 
But when Mr. Wilson is defended we are invariably invited to weep 
over him. With the tears rolling down their cheeks his eulogists 
direct our attention to " this strong sad soul," " this lonely figure- 
bent double under the awful responsibilities of his office," " this 
weary man painfully treading the path of duty," " his face is palet 
and lined with care," " his eyes are heavy with sorrow for the suf- 
fering of mankind," yet he " is patient and serene." He doesn't 
resign or refuse renomination. All such eulogies invariably refe? 
to Lincoln. 

Yet Lincoln was cheerful and almost commonplace to those who 
saw him during the war, and as little expected, and as little got, 
compassion as a blacksmith for his hard task. He would have 
thought anyone mad who sobbed over him, and he probably would 
have resented with a good deal of vigor an allusion to the changes 
in his physical appearance brought about by increasing years and 
cares of office, compared with which Mr. Wilson's tasks are about 
as important as the chores of a farmhand. He went about his work 
manfully, made his jokes, and told his funny stories, offended 
Stanton by reading " Artemus Ward " or " Josh Billings " while 
the election returns were coining in, and talked as little about him- 
self and his duties and obligations as any man who ever lived. But 
Mr. Wilson's admirers insist on martyrizing him while he is still 
alive. He is the only living martyr President. His anguish is 
almost unbearable. 

We expect momentarily to see one of the Washington corre- 
spondents wire to his office that "the martyr President, after a 
consultation with Roger Sullivan and Charles F. Murphy, presided 
over the Cabinet meeting. In the afternoon he played a round of 
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golf with Dr. Grayson. In the evening the martyr President and 
Mrs. Wilson entertained a few friends at a musicale." 

Mr. Baker learned with approval that Mr. Wilson's favorite 
poem is Wordsworth's " Happy Warrior." The President finds in 
it a comforting mirror of his own excellences. " Doomed to go 
in company with Pain and Fear and Bloodshed, miserable train! 
[He] turns his necessity to glorious gain. Is placable because occa- 
sions rise so often that demand such sacrifice. More pure as 
tempted more; more able to endure. As more exposed to suffering 
and distress, thence also more alive to tenderness." 

The reader may recall the lines. We have no doubt that when 
the poet wrote them his vision penetrated 110 years. But if the 
President will look back a few pages in his Wordsworth he will 
find something on his " key word," " his interpretative chord " of 
" Duty." One of the stanzas runs: 

To humbler functions, aivful Power! 
I call thee: I myself commend 
Unto thy guidance from this hour; 
Oh, let my weakness have an end! 

Granting, as we fear we must, full warrant for Mr. 
Sullivan's application of rugged common sense, we still feel 
that " the martyr act " would be comparatively inoffensive 
but for the fact that it leads straightway into the realm of 
halos. Out West they have clear perception of proportionate 
values if we may judge from the headline in the Sioux City 
Journal of October 3, " Wilson Like Chbist — The Two 
Gbeatest Wobud's Btjbden Beabebs — Vote fob Woodbow 
and Ed, Ubges Demoobatio Obatob," Ed being the candi- 
date for Sheriff. Whether Mr. Wilson really had the 
gregarious and fun-loving Lincoln in mind when in Ken- 
tucky he touched feelingly upon what he termed the " holy 
isolation " of the great emancipator or was subconsciously 
portiaying the studied aloofness of another, we would not 
venture to surmise; but when such a reference is followed 
by a contribution to campaign literature like that of Pro- 
fessor Stockton Axson, one can hardly be blamed for stop- 
ping to wonder whether the odor be that of sanctity or of 
sanctimony. 

But, taken as a whole, the campaign has been quite 
creditable and fairly wholesome. Having already instanced 
the conclusion to which unprejudiced consideration of the 
living issues points irresistibly, we have only to repeat, what 
we said at the beginning, that all resolves to a question of 
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character; whether as our President a Hamilton is to be 
preferred to a Burr, a Cleveland to a Blaine, or a sturdy 
faithful and true scion of fine old American stock to "a 
dreffle smart man." 

Hughes or Wilson? That's all! 

A LETTER TO THE TIMES 

To the Editor of the New Yobk Times : 

I address this communication to you at the instance of 
my neighbor, Mr. John O'Hop, who was born in Galicia, 
came to this country a few years ago, is engaged chiefly in 
raising potatoes, chickens, and future citizens and will cast 
his first freeman's ballot at the forthcoming election. My 
warrant for encroaching upon your valuable time is to be 
found in the circumstance that, when Mr. O'Hop sought my 
advice as to how he might best equip himself for correct 
performance of the duties of citizenship, I recommended to 
him diligent perusal of the columns of your great journal, 
which, I ventured to assure him, had become an American 
institution of the first magnitude, whose enlightenment and 
guidance of a fallow mind he could safely regard as emi- 
nently trustworthy and advantageous. You will rejoice, 
I am confident, to learn that Mr. O'Hop received my sug- 
gestion gratefully and heeded it with that particularity 
which so often characterizes the striving of a somewhat 
primitive intellect. From time to time, I may add, as we 
met at the rail fence which marks the boundary line of our 
respective landed possessions, I have been deeply gratified 
by the evidences of Mr. 'Hop's constantly increasing 
understanding of our variegated political problems. 

Imagine my surprise, therefore, when yesterday evening 
he informed me that, despite his faithful study of your lucid 
expositions of the living issues, he found the existing situa- 
tion quite incomprehensible. I should not say that his faith 
in your infallibility, which he considered I had guaranteed 
in effect, was shaken; he was simply perplexed and dis- 
tressed by his inability to reach a conclusion with respect 
to his specific duty as a conscientious citizen at the polls on 
November 7th. 

Should he vote for Mr. Hughes or for Mr. Wilson? 
That was the concrete question whose pondering was de- 
priving him of much needed sleep. Did I think so great 
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an. institution as his revered Times would deign to inform 
so humble a person? You should have seen his face light 
up when I confidently assured him that he need have no 
doubt whatever upon that score. He grasped both of my 
hands and I fear, but for the fence, would have embraced 
me. One slight difficulty arose from Mr. O 'Hop's distrust 
of his proficiency in spelling, but this was resolved after a 
fashion by my volunteering to act as his amanuensis, — a 
task which I assumed gladly in my zest to hear what he 
had to say. So it transpired that, after we had finished our 
eight hours' work, leaving the patient cows to wait sixteen 
hours for another milking, Mr. 'Hop came over to the 
house with an armful of your papers and discoursed at such 
length that I am able only to present as succinctly as may 
be the substance of his remarks. 

It seemed that Mr. O'Hop had inferred from something 
you had said that you thought he should vote for Mr. 
Wilson, and it was upon that assumption that he proceeded 
to consider the issues involved and your elucidation thereof. 
He recalled at the outset the President's statement of a 
general purpose to serve mankind, uttered with impressive 
fittingness at his birthplace on his birthday just before his 
inauguration, to this effect: 

** All the world is turning now, as never before, to this 
conception of the elevation of humanity, not of the preferred 
few, not of those who can by superior wits or unusual op- 
portunity struggle to the top, no matter whom they trample 
under foot, but of men who cannot struggle to the top and 
who must, therefore, be looked to by the forces of society, 
for they have no single force by which they can serve 
themselves." 

This conception, you will remember, you found to be 
" a very old one which many men in many ages have striven 
to realize and toward which the evolution of the race, with 
some inevitable reaction, has tended/' What interested you 
most therefore was his notion as to how to apply the con- 
ception, to wit: 

" The one thing that the business men of the United 
States are now discovering, some of them for themselves, 
and some of them by suggestion, is that they are not going 
to be allowed to make any money except for a quid pro quo, 
that they must render a service or get nothing, and that in 
the regulation of business the Government, tihat is to say, 
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the moral judgment of the majority, must determine 
whether what they are doing is a service or not a service, 
and that everything in business and politics is going to be 
reduced to this standard. ' Are you giving anything to 
society when you want to take something out of society? ' is 
the question to put to them." 

To this you said : " Here is implied a view of the function 
of Government, and especially of the Government of the 
United States, to which the public mind is not accustomed 
and which opens up infinite possibilities in many directions. 
We do not ourselves find explicit warrant for it in the 
Constitution which the people have set up as a standard of 
conduct for their elected representatives, legislative or 
executive. Mr. Wilson seems to think that it is a view 
' which the fine men who set up the Government of the 
United States had in the beginning,' but it is hardly one 
that can be found in the writings of Thomas Jefferson, to 
whom the President-elect paid the most glowing tribute. 
Indeed, in the form chosen by Mr. Wilson to present it, the 
view is one that might well make Mr. Jefferson, were he 
living, first gasp and then rage. The convinced individualist 
who believed that the Nation was best governed which was 
governed least would look with dismay on the notion that 
the Government could say on what terms men are to ' be 
allowed to make money.' 

" Looking forward to the duties that await Mr. Wilson, 
the plain, old-fashioned, needful things he will be called 
on to do, and reflecting on the obstacles he will have to 
overcome to do them reasonably well, we are inclined to 
think that the realization of the ' vision splendid ' by which 
at present he ' moves attended ' may wisely be — and prob- 
ably will have to be— for a considerable time postponed." 

Mr. O'Hop was deeply impressed at the time by what 
he regarded as your sound, common sense. Now, looking 
backward, he wonders whether you would consider that the 
President was right and you were wrong, and, if so, why 
the " unshackling " of business which Mr. Wilson then 
guaranteed should again be advanced as a continuing reason 
for his re-election. " What," you asked, " would Jefferson 
think of his chances of success were he forced to select 
agents for the general regulation of all business on the basis 
of the Golden Rule? " And now the question is, What is 
the measure of Mr. Wilson's success achieved by such agents 
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as Mr. Bryan, Mr. Daniels, and Mr. Lind, notably in Mexico 
where, according to Secretary Baker, the only policy has 
been the very Golden Rule to which you referred? You 
answered this in a leading editorial on June 21, when you 
said of Secretary Lansing's note: 

" The note reviews the deplorable conditions that have 
existed in Mexico in the last three years, and dwells in 
detail upon the many outrages committed and the wanton 
destruction of American life and property. It enumerates 
the murderous raids made upon our garrisons and border 
towns within nine months, and recounts the negotiations of 
our Government, ever patient and still hopeful that Car- 
ranza would keep his promises and restore order, with the 
de facto Government looking to the suppression of the un- 
attached bandits to whom the raids were attributed. It 
shows that, in spite of the assurances given by Mr. Arre- 
dondo, only one Mexican personally connected with the 
massacre of eighteen Americans at Santa Ysobel last 
January has been brought to justice by the Mexican author- 
ities. While Villa openly and defiantly conducted his opera- 
tions in the North and proclaimed his intent to destroy 
American Kfe and property, he was never intercepted and 
his movements were not impeded by troops of the de facto 
Government. Yet the Mexican authorities were fully and 
confessedly cognizant of his movements. The Columbus 
raid capped the climax. .' . . 

' ' The Secretary has been reluctantly forced to the con- 
clusion that Carranza did not and does not intend or desire 
that the outlaws shall be dispersed by American troops or 
at the request of our Government by Mexican troops. 

" The note leaves nothing unsaid. It answers Carranza 
completely, and states our position in regard to Mexico in 
unmistakable terms. We do not want war, we are still 
hopeful that war may be avoided, but our national rights 
must be maintained." 

Have our national rights been maintained? Did Car- 
ranza recognize them when he ordered the massacre of 
our soldiers? And have conditions improved? On Sep- 
tember 23, eight full months after you approved the Ad- 
ministration's stern pronouncement, you said frankly: 

" The fact that Villa is armed and abroad and has a 
band of murderous followers is sufficient evidence of the 
titter failure of Carranza and his troops to restore order in 
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Northern Mexico. The outlook is as bad as ever. General 
Pershing may have to begin his task anew, and, with that 
prospect in sight, who can fail to remember Parral and 
Carrizal? " 

So it is now as at the beginning, — only worse, with abso- 
lutely nothing gained from the sacrifice of the lives of our 
soldiers. And yet you say, on October 3, that " Mr. Wil- 
son's stand is now and always has been perfectly under- 
standable and has been approved throughout the country 
except by the outspoken interventionists." Not being an 
" interventionist " himself and not knowing anybody who 
is, Mr. O'Hop was puzzled to know whether this extra- 
ordinary assertion should be accepted as a statement of 
fact, and he seemed relieved when I suggested that, in the 
circumstances, it might be well to regard it as a mere cam- 
paign opinion. He is a simple soul and loyal to a degree,—* 
only bewildered, as I remarked at the beginning. 

Passing from the Mexican imbroglio to a subject in which 
he feels deeper personal concern, Mr. O'Hop dwelt at some 
length upon the recently enacted labor legislation. He had 
read the President's reference to it, in his message to Con- 
gress, as an " eight-hour " law and his later declaration 
that it had been passed, conformably to a decree of society, 
not because it was essential to the prevention of a strike, 
but because it was right. Whereupon he unfolded his copies 
of the Times and read as follows : 

June 17. — " There is nothing about the eight-hour day 
that is beyond arbitration." 

August 21. — " The eight-hour day should be achieved 
by economic means, not by the boycott or statute or strike." 

August 22. — " It has been made as plain as daylight 
that men are not agitating for eight hours of work and 
no more. Their real purpose is to secure higher pay." 

September 1. — " A National Humiliation. — The strike 
is over before it had begun. The project of law compelling 
the railroads to increase the wages of their employes who 
are members of the brotherhoods, falsely called the eight- 
hour bill, will be at once enacted by Congress. The chiefs 
of the brotherhoods will then revoke the strike order. It is 
altogether probable that they would revoke it anyway, or 
at least postpone its beginning. They have had time to 
measure the magnitude of the crime they were about to 
eommit and the depth of public indignation it would arouse, 
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and to weigh the consequences to themselves and the 
brotherhoods. . . . 

" Bu; what will the President do to make good his decla- 
ration in the letter to Colonel Pope, that ' this situation 
must never be allowed to arise again '? What will Con- 
gress do to empower him to prevent its recurrence? Ap- 
parently, while Congress is to enact the demands of the 
brotherhoods, it closes its ears and its mind to the demands 
of ' society,' the word which the President employed in his 
quite mistaken statement that society, meaning the public, 
favors the adoption of the eight-hour principle. . . . 

" What will the President do, we ask again, and what 
will Congress do? The greater evil, the greater menace of 
' society,' is this act of extorting legislation by threats. 
,To put up with it would be a disaster to the nation incom- 
parably greater than any the strike could inflict. . . . 

' ' Unjust laws may be put upon the statute books through 
the agitation of factions or groups strong enough to make 
their political influence felt. But there is no other instance 
where a Congress of the United States has been forced to 
make laws under threat of a small part of the people to do 
immeasurable and irreparable injury to the others. If such 
an outrage can be put upon us unresisted we have lost our 
republican form of government. . . . 

"It is the general opinion that the President erred 
grievously in not insisting, with equal firmness, that they 
consent to arbitration. Instead he appears to have yielded 
to their demand at once and then to have employed his time 
in seeking to compel the railroads to yield. An increase in 
wages is eminently a fit matter for arbitration, certainly 
for deliberate examination and inquiry, to the end that 
justice shall be done. That the President should have 
insisted on. The railroad Presidents proposed arbitration, 
were willing to arbitrate, the brotherhoods refused. That 
is the net situation and the public understands it perfectly." 

September 2. — " What lynch law is to orderly judicial 
process the method adopted by the brotherhoods, and we 
have very great regret in saying with quite too much assist- 
ance from the President, is to the constitutional method of 
lawmaking. With one voice and unsparingly the people 
must and do denounce the means by which this legislation 
was foreed upon Congress." 

September 16.—*' A& was foreseen, the railway brother- 
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hoods are appealing to the voters to support Congressmen 
friendly to the eight-hour law. The goods were delivered 
when the law was passed." 

• October 1. — " The President says that he supported the 
trainmen's eight-hour law because it was ' right ' ; that ' the 
judgment of society, the vote of every Legislature in Amer- 
ica that has voted upon it, is a verdict in favor of the eight- 
hour day.' 

" The President did not say that any Legislature was 
ever elected on the eight-hour issue, but it is known that 
several electorates have rejected the eight-hour day. The 
votes of the electorates which have rejected that proposal 
are more truly indicative of what society thinks about it 
than the action of Legislatures. Votes are cast by those 
who must pay for the eight-hour day. Legislatures have no 
financial responsibility for their enactments. They simply 
establish the eight-hour day at the cost of others, whether 
taxpayers in the case of public employment or investors in 
public utilities. No case is known where any Legislature 
imposed a ten-hour wage and an eight-hour day upon any 
private employer. Until such a case has happened and 
worked well, the claim of social sanction is premature. 

" Although the President asserts his belief that thei 
trainmen's law is ' right,' he discounts his own convictions 
by support of an inquiry into the subject. A thing that is 
right, that has social sanction, should be done regardless 
of economic consequences. They can be taken care of after- 
ward. If society orders the eight-hour day, it is right also 
that society should: bear the burden, and not coerce payment 
by employers any more than it coerces work from wage 
earners." 

The difficulty experienced by Mr. O'Hop in reconciling 
your advocacy of Mr. Wilson's re-election with your opinion 
of his conduct was enhanced, oddly enough, by reference 
to your issue of June 25, 1913, when, speaking of the 
" rider " to the Appropriation bill, the precursor of the 
legislation which you now condemn, you said: 

" Physical weakness is pitiable, but such moral weak- 
ness as the President exhibits in signing the Sundry Civil 
bill ' rider ' arouses other feelings than those of compas- 
sion. Mr. Wilson's explanation — it is not an excuse — is a 
better one than we thought he could make. But that only 
heightens the discredit. There is a natural distrust of a 
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man who can command so adroit a pen for the defense of 
so bad an act. 

' ' President "Wilson weakly submits. He insists that the 
law shall be unequally enforced, he permits Congress to 
control his will and his act. ... If the enactment of the 
' rider ' was a public crime he is an accomplice. Yet he 
assures the country that he will, evade this new law which 
constrains him to the evasion of an old law. Seeking pal- 
liation he thus blunders into a double offending. 

" President Taft denounced this legislation as vicious 
and vetoed it. With what stern condemnation Grover 
Cleveland would have resented such an invasion of his pre- 
rogative! President Wilson takes himself out of the com- 
pany of these honorable men. 

" When during the campaign Mr. Wilson publicly ac- 
cepted and preached doctrines condemned in his early teach- 
ing it was hard to maintain belief in his sincerity. By 
signing this vicious bill he has made it still harder." 

Mr. O'Hop was disturbed when he read this sharp com- 
ment three years ago. His old-world experience had taught 
him the propriety of recognizing good faith at least on the 
part of the rulers. What he would like to know now par- 
ticularly is whether President Wilson's action with respect 
to the Adamson bill has made it any easier for you to believe 
in his sincerity. 

Other issues upon which, according to Mr. 'Hop's 
modest understanding, Mr. Wilson seeks re-election are as 
follows : 

Civil service reform. Having been convinced by your 
persistent championship of the excellence of the merit sys- 
tem, Mr. O'Hop was disturbed to hear that the present 
Administration is the first in many years which has failed 
to extend it; also to learn from the Times of August 10 
that the President himself, formerly vice-president of the 
League, officially approved the Post-office Department's 
policy of secrecy respecting appointments regardless of his 
own insistence upon pitiless publicity; also to read that 
Vice-President Marshall, sneering at " snivel service re- 
form," regretted only that the Administration had been 
unable under the law to " pry out " more of the merit 
appointees ; while the record of Mr. Hughes in this respect 
was without blemish. 

The Shipping Bill. The impracticability of building up 
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a mercantile marine by injecting the government as a com- 
petitor of private concerns was established so conclusively 
by your lucid arguments that Mr. O'Hop earnestly hoped 
that your determined opposition to the McAdoo proposal 
might prevail. Naturally he was disappointed to read in 
your issue of August 22 that, although the case against the 
bill had " grown stronger " in consequence of events, the 
President still possessed sufficient power to jam it through 
a " listless " and unwilling Senate. In common with your- 
self, he could not but regard the appropriation of $50,000,- 
000 for this purpose as " worse than useless." His plain 
common sense also impelled indorsement of your convinc- 
ing demonstration of the futility of the Seaman's act and 
of your judgment, expressed on September 9, that the 
highly-lauded Rural Credits law is "of doubtful benefit," 
that the Good Roads bill " distributes Federal largess in 
an inequitable manner " and that the Child Labor law " in- 
vites condemnation because it stamps innocent commodities 
with a fictitious guilt in order that Congress may by in- 
direction exercise a power over State affairs withheld from 
it by the Constitution." 

Income tax. If evidence be required of Mr. O 'Hop's 
appreciation of free government it appears in his honest 
resentment at being deprived of the privilege of paying 
his fair proportion of taxes. Your reasoning on this point 
he had found conclusive and he fully concurred in your 
opinion of September 9 that " the fundamental mistake of 
the emergency revenue law is that it largely increases the 
burden upon the one-half of 1 per cent, of the people who 
pay the tax, while refusing what justice and equity de- 
manded, the lowering of the exemption limit." 

Extravagance. Needless to remark, a thrifty and prudent 
farmer was shocked beyond measure by your exposure in 
detail on June 21 M the wasteful appropriations made by a 
Democratic Congress, with the approval of a Democratic 
President for costly public buildings in tiny villages. That 
he approved your stern denunciation of such practice you 
may be assured. 

Preparedness. Mr. O'Hop had rejoiced to observe that 
in one particular, that relating to Preparedness, yon had 
seen your way clear quite recently to accord full credit to 
the Administration. He had been fearful that even here 
you might find small occasion for commendation since, as 
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he recalled, on May 2, you had remarked the Democratic 
party's need of " the whip and spur to overcome its sluggish 
inertia " and had applauded the " great and needed work " 
of Mr. Roosevelt in " arousing the nation to the firm re- 
solve to put itself beyond the hazard of disaster and humili- 
ation." Mr. 'Hop's sole regret sprang from the impair- 
ment in effect of Mr. Roosevelt's inspiring work through 
inefficient administration, as exampled by your reference 
on April 4 of Mr. Daniels " clinging obstinately to his idea 
that 15,000 men will be enough for present needs," by your 
disgusted conclusion on September 20 that " the military 
law enacted this year leaves much to be desired " and by 
your sharp comment on September 26 to the effect that the 
spoils-jobbing armor-plate plant would " probably turn out 
to be a costly white elephant " and was " condemned "by all 
well-informed persons from the beginning." 

American honor. Although just become a citizen, Mr. 
O'Hop is proud of his adopted country and jealous of its 
place among nations. Nothing had been more gratifying 
than the strongly American position which you took on 
April 4, denouncing impotent " waiting " with respect to 
the Lusitcmia outrage, and demanding prompt reparation 
in connection with the sinking of the Sussex. They were 
good words, as you will recall, namely : 

" Whatever may be the attitude of the Government at 
Washington, the American people find an increasing diffi- 
culty in crediting Berlin with good faith, and Berlin has 
itself to blame for that unfortunate condition. We remem- 
ber the German reliance upon false affidavits about the 
Lusitcmia. We remember the Persia and the Arabic. But 
we remember, too, the official pledge and promise that ves- 
sels like the Sussex would hot be attacked. Our willing- 
ness to believe has endured shock after shock until it is 
ready to give way. It would not be too much to say that it 
has given way. An assurance from Berlin of the nature 
we have indicated, that the Sussex could not have been 
attacked by a German boat without flagrant disobedience of 
orders, would have had a reviving effect. It was not forth- 
coming. We are waiting, as we have waited in the case 
of the Lusitania for many months." 

And we are still waiting, as you remarked only the other 
day — October 9, to be exact — when again you recalled " the 
black crime of the Lusitania " and added somewhat plain- 
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tively, " Tlie murder of the hundred Americans who went 
down has never been atoned for." You concluded with 
these words : 

" We have given our last warning. The time for for- 
bearance has passed. The people know that they can trust 
President "Wilson to safeguard the rights and the interests 
of the country prudently and wisely but firmly." 

Mr. O'Hop was grateful for this reassurance. But he 
wondered. Was this particular warning the ' ' last ' ' or only 
the " latest "? While readily trusting President Wilson to 
safeguard American rights " prudently and wisely but 
surely," he would deeply appreciate an authoritative re- 
sponse to this specific inquiry. 

Trade expansion. Mr. O'Hop had been duly impressed 
by the President's expressed purpose to " open the markets 
of the world " to our struggling producers, but was quite 
unable to perceive how American manufacturers could be 
induced to enter foreign fields in the face of the definite 
refusal of their Government to safeguard their properties or 
even their lives. Unfortunately he had mislaid the paper 
containing your comment upon the undoing by the Adminis- 
tration in its early days of all that Secretary Hay had done 
in the Far East, but the concrete effect of its policy he found 
stated in your issue of September 30, in these words: 

" In 1907 China bought from other countries $343,- 
000,000, in 1913 $427,400,000 worth of goods. Meanwhile, 
Great Britain's part in that trade grew from sixty to 
seventy millions, Germany's from twelve to twenty millions, 
Japan's from a little less than forty-five to eighty-six odd 
millions. The exports of the United States to China dropped 
from $29,400,000 to $25,700,000. Then came the war, the 
great American opportunity to recover trade with China. 
American sales there, the foreign department of the 
National City Bank tells us, were $26,346,000 in 1914, $17,- 
540,000 in 1915, in 1916 $26,358,000, $3,000,000 less than in 
1907." 

To this you remarked, with seeming lack of reverence, 
if not a tinge of sarcasm, " What of it? Let the exports 
sag. So long as the sacred Door is open, who cares how 
little Yankee stuff passes in? The Door is open. The 
United States can snore again in peace." 

Presidential primaries. Whether or not President Wil- 
son has abandoned bis scheme of Presidential primaries or 
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is only biding his time to press it again upon Congress 
Mr. O'Hop had not been informed, but he recalled with 
satisfaction your determined opposition on December 9, 
1913, and noted with interest your flat pronouncement on 
May 2 that " the primary is a fraud." 

Prosperity. Whether in your heart you believe that 
prevailing prosperity is attributable, as claimed by Mr. 
Wilson, to the beneficent legislation enacted by the Demo- 
cratic party at his instigation instead of to the war, Mr. 
O'Hop was not so presumptive as to surmise. He recalled, 
however, that as long ago as January 10, 1915, you uttered 
the following warning: 

" There is one idea about which President Wilson will 
do well to take serious thought, for it has become well 
rooted in this republic, and which strikes its roots deeper 
as the opportunity is given for a careful study of the com- 
position, the capacity and the aims of the Democratic party. 
It is the idea, the belief, that on the whole the people of 
this country are better off, more prosperous, and have less 
cause for anxiety under a Republican than under a Demo- 
cratic administration." 

Oddly enough, the fact upon which this corollary might 
have been based appeared at a much later date, namely, 
on September 9 last, when you said: 

" Like its predecessor, the Sixty-fourth Congress is not 
conspicuous for ability and statesmanship. The Democratic 
party was so long out of power, so long under the shadow 
of Bryanism, that large numbers of its best men, there is 
reason to fear, have definitely taken themselves out of poli- 
tics. If the party would keep its hold upon power in the 
nation, if it would continue to deserve and retain the con- 
fidence of the people, it must raise the quality of its Repre- 
sentatives in Congress." 

This gave rise to two queries in Mr. O'Hop 's practical 
mind : First, are there any indications of such an improve- 
ment in the quality of a Democratic Congress as you con- 
sider essential? and, secondly, what reason is there to sup- 
pose that prosperous conditions would not be as likely to 
continue under Republican, as under Democratic, control? 
Your opinion on these two points he would value highly as 
affording him guidance in casting his first ballot. 

The tariff. Having been fully convinced by your re- 
peated disquisitions of the preferability of a tariff for 
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revenue only, the one point relating thereto upon which 
Mr. O'Hop would appreciate enlightenment is whether 
Senator Underwood's assertion that the Democratic party 
abandoned the principle when it created a tariff commission 
and enacted duties avowedly for the sake of protection 
should be accepted as a fact. 

Summarizing his observations, my perplexed neighbor 
found that, while generally approving, though at times 
specifically disapproving, the President's conduct of foreign 
affairs, your judgment is at utter variance with Mr. Wil- 
son's either in policy or in practice, upon the following 
issues: Labor legislation; civil service reform; appoint- 
ments ; mercantile marine ; seaman's act; federal road build- 
ing; rural credits; federal regulation of child labor; income 
tax; wasteful appropriations; effective preparedness; trade 
expansion; the open door; primaries; continuance of pros- 
perity ; and finally and perhaps most vitally of all, as to the 
competency of the Democratic party. 

In a word, then, the question to which Mr. O'Hop, a first 
voter, would greatly appreciate an answer from you, his 
guide, his philosopher and friend, is this : Shall he vote for 
your principles or for your candidate? 

Trusting that you will perceive, in the responsibility 
which I 'assumed to Mr. O'Hop in making my original 
recommendation, adequate excuse for the length of this 
communication, I remain, as ever, 

Very respectfully yours, 

George Habvey. 

Deal, N. J., October 14, 1916. 

ELECTION EVE 

Now, vote ! 

The exhortation is familiar. It has been repeated in- 
numerable times at the close of every national campaign, 
and so it will be in the closing hours of this one. To deprive 
a man of the right to vote is one of the severe penalties im- 
posed upon convicted felons; yet thousands voluntarily 
incur the same disability. Hence the need of the exhorta- 
tion, Vote! 

Before that, however, there is something else. There is 
another exhortation no less important; from some points of 
view even more important ; which should always precede the 
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call to the polls, and be pressed home with equal earnest- 
ness : 

Now, think ! 

It is always eminently desirable for citizens to give care- 
ful thought to the issues and the candidates before they 
vote. Even if the candidates are the best two men in all the 
land, there is some difference and some choice between them, 
if not in intrinsic merit at least in fitness for the office. Even 
in the most placid and uneventful year, there is some issue 
worthy of consideration. Generally, and happily, the issues 
are altogether domestic. In one sense they should always 
be altogether domestic. Alien considerations have no place 
in American politics. 

On some rare occasions, however, not the affairs of for- 
eign lands but the foreign policies of our own Government 
become a legitimate issue of a campaign. 

Such is the issue of this campaign, in a degree unsur- 
passed in all our history. "We pointed out this circumstance 
last month, and indicated the present need of standing for 
America before and above any personality or any party. 
We indicated, too, the reasons why it was necessary, for the 
welfare of the nation, that Mr. Wilson should not be re- 
turned to the place where in this supremely essential re- 
spect he has been weighed and found wanting, and that he 
should be replaced by a man capable of regaining for Amer- 
ica the confidence, the respect and the friendship of the 
world. 

It was not surprising but it was highly significant that 
at that very time a striking confirmation of our estimate 
was in preparation, and that before our pages had reached 
and had been read by our most remote subscribers, there 
came another object lesson to the same effect, an exposition 
of Mr. Wilson's ineptitude which must have stricken- with 
dismay and despair his staunchest supporters. 

Let us review the circumstances. 

A military submarine, in fighting trim, entered an Amer- 
ican port, was welcomed and hospitably entertained, and 
then departed. A little later the same vessel, presumably, 
or another like it, in the coast waters just outside our three- 
mile line attacked and destroyed a number of merchant 
ships, including two belonging to neutral Powers, and at 
least one carrying a number of American citizens. Some 
of the belligerent Powers at once requested our Government 
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that it should follow the example of the neutral Powers of 
Europe in forbidding further entry of submarines into our 
ports. The reply to this was a refusal, on the ground that 
there was no reason for discriminating against that class of 
vessels. 

Now let us recall some antecedent facts. 

About a year and a half before the practice of attacking 
and destroying merchant ships with submarines was begun, 
and concerning one notable incident in that warfare, the de- 
struction of the Lusitania, Mr. "Wilson on May 13, 1915, 
wrote in a diplomatic note : 

The lives of non-combatants, whether they be of neutral citizen- 
ship or citizens of one of the nations at war, cannot lawfully or 
rightfully be put in jeopardy by the capture or destruction of an 
unarmed merchantman. . . . They cannot sink her without leaving 
her crew and all on board of her to the mercy of the sea in her 
small boats. . . . Submarines cannot be used against merchantmen, 
without an inevitable violation of many sacred principles of justice 
and humanity. 

Nearly a year later, in connection with the destruction 
of the Sussex, on April 16, 1916, he again wrote : 

It has become painfully evident that the use of submarines for 
the destruction of an enemy's commerce is of necessity, because of 
the very character of the vessels employed and the very methods 
of attack which their employment of course involves, utterly in- 
compatible with the principles of humanity, the long-established and 
incontrovertible rights of neutrals and the sacred immunities of 
non-combatants. 

Note that he did not speak of the " abuse " of sub- 
marines, but of their " use." It was intrinsically impossible 
for them to be used as commerce-destroyers without the in- 
tolerable offense which he so well described. Therefore he 
very properly declared that unless the use of submarines 
against merchant ships was at once abandoned, this country 
would have no choice but to sever relations with the offend- 
ing Power. 

Note now the sequel. On October 8 a submarine belong- 
ing to the same Power that had formerly so grossly offended 
and to which those notes had been addressed, attacked and 
destroyed off our coast a number of unarmed merchant ves- 
sels in the identical manner against which Mr. Wilson had 
so vigorously protested and which he had so scathingly de- 
nounced. A submarine was used against merchantmen in 
violation of many sacred principles of justiee and humanity. 



672 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

The action of that submarine off Nantucket was utterly in- 
compatible with " the principles of humanity," " the long- 
established and incontrovertible rights " of the United 
States, and " the sacred immunities of American citizens." 
Such, mutatis mutandis, was Mr. "Wilson's accurate and 
convincing characterization of that episode. Yet when he 
was asked to exclude from the hospitality of our ports the 
vessels which " of necessity " did such unlawful, inhuman 
and unfriendly deeds, what was his reply? 

In the opinion of the Government of the United States, the 
Allied Powers have not set forth any circumstances, nor is the 
Government of the United States at present aware of any circum- 
stances, concerning the use of war or merchant submarines which 
would render the existing rules of international law inapplicable . 
to them. 

Note that he had previously declared in the most delib- 
erate and explicit way that the use of submarines against 
merchant vessels was necessarily unlawful. It was impos- 
sible to use a submarine against merchantmen without vio- 
lating many sacred principles of humanity and justice. Yet 
in the face of that he declared that he knew of no circum- 
stances in the use of submarines which made them excep- 
tions to international law! There was no reason for dis- 
criminating between vessels which obeyed the law and were 
amenable to the principles of humanity, and those which 
broke the law and violated those principles. 

It would be superfluous to enlarge further upon the 
matter, or to discuss the question whether the utterances 
of May, 1915, and April, 1916, or of October, 1916, were cor- 
rect. The monstrous discrepancy between them is obvious 
without demonstration ; and it is sufficient. A statesman^ 
however flawless his integrity, however pure his motives, 
however profound his erudition, however impassioned his 
patriotism, who so radically contradicts himself cannot be 
regarded as a safe guide, and one whose policy in the gravest 
of international affairs is so fickle and uncertain cannot 
command for himself, for his Government, or for the nation, 
that confidence and respect of foreign Powers which are 
essential to the honor of the nation and are indispensable 
to its comity with other Powers and to its efficient service to 
humanity throughout the world. 

So, think! 

" Think on these things! " 

Think ; and then vote ; for Chables Evans Hughes. 



